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Chapter VII: Of God's Covenant with Man

[. The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although
reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they
could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by
some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He has been pleased to
express by way of covenant.

[I. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life
was promised to Adam; and in him to his posterity, upon condition of
perfect and personal obedience.

[11. Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant,
the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of
grace; wherein He freely offers unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ;
requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved and promising to

give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to
make them willing, and able to believe.
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IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in scripture by the

name of a testament, in reference to the death of Jesus Christ the
Testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging
to it, therein bequeathed.

V. This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law,
and in the time of the Gospel: under the law it was administered by
promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and
other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all
foresignifying Christ to come; which were, for that time, sufficient
and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and
build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they
had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation; and is called the Old
Testament.
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V1. Under the Gospel, when Christ, the substance, was exhibited, the
ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed are the preaching of
the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of Baptism and
the Lord's Supper: which, though fewer in number, and administered
with more simplicity, and less outward glory, yet, in them, it is held
forth in more fullness, evidence, and spiritual efficacy, to all nations,
both Jews and Gentiles; and is called the New Testament. There are
not therefore two covenants of grace, differing in substance, but one
and the same, under various dispensations.
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O “Forgiveness of sins, then, is for us the first entry into
the church and kingdom of God. Without it, there is

for us no covenant (foederis) or bond (conjunctionis) with

God.”

XX

W HHZFHER ¢ conjunctionis

O _EHY selfbinding : “For I have no need, nor am |
indigent in anything. And what could you do for me
anyway! But I procure your sell-being and your
salvation. Therefore, on my part, I am prepared to
enter into covenant, article by article, and to pledge
myself to you.”
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“The covenant contains God’s promise.”

=184
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“The Lord call His promises covenants.”
“The promises contain God’s covenant.”

“The sacraments seal God’s covenant or promise.”

“When God adopted Abraham, He declared His

covenant and Abraham had faith in the promise that
was in the covenant.”
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O  “Let us then set forth the covenant he once established as eternal
and never perishing. Its fulfillment, byt which it is finally
confirmed and ratified, is Christ.

Who, then, dares to separate the Jews from Christ, since with
them we hear, was made the covenant of the gospel, the sole
foundation of which is Christ?

The apostle contends that it ought to be terminated and
abrogated, to give place to Christ, the Sponsor and Mediator of a

better covenant.
This is the new covenant that God in Christ has made with us,
that he will remember our sins no more.”
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O Pactum salutis ~ Covenant of Peace ~ Covenant of Redemption
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“I will chuse him to Life, saith the Father, but he will fall, and
so fall short of what my Love designed to him: but I will redeem
him, says the Son, out of that lost Estate: but yet being fallen he
will refuse that grace, and the offers of it, and despise it,
therefore I will Sanctify him, said the Holy Ghost, and
overcome his unrighteousness, and cause him to accept it.”
(Thomas Goodwin, quoted in Mark Jones, Why Heaven Kissed
Earth)



